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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HOUSTON 25X1A

Subjects Travel Bxpenses for Mr._

1. Reference is made to your oral request concegﬁ§ﬁ§1the possibil-
ity of payment of certain travel expenses for lr. Ixecutive
Director of the Psychological Strategy Board. lr. uties will be
performed in Washington, and he will make weekly round trips to North
Carolina.

2. The general rule is that, unless otherwise provided by statute,
or regulations having the force of statutes, all public officers must
place themselves where they are first to perform duty, withoul expense
to the Govermment (22 Comp. Gen. 885). This general rule does not apply
to persons employed intermittently as consultants or experts and receiv-
ing compensation on a per diem when actually employed basis, bubt it is
clear that Mr. does not fall within this exception. Consequently,
there is no legal vasis for nayment of Mir. - travel expenses for
his initial trip to Washington.

3. Congress has specifically authorized the payment of travel ex-
penses to intermittent consultants or experts in Section 5 of Public
Iaw 600 (5 USCA 55). The following interpretation of this legislation
has been advanced by the Comptroller General:

"The term, ‘intermittent,' has been the subject of various
interpretations both by the courts and the accounting officers
of the Government., In each case, the interpretation there given
has been based upon the context of the law or regulation being
construed, together with a consideration of the particular facts
and circumstances involved., For that reason, no general defini-
tion of the word, 'intermittent,' which would Be Fpplicable to
aIT cases has been atlenpted by the accounting officers, and
neither would it appear that such an attempt is feasible. An
examination of the legislative history of Public Law 000 fails
to reveal an intent on the part of the Congress to attribute
to the term !'intermittent! as used in that act any special or
technical meaning. Rather, it fairly appears from such legis-
lative history that the Congress, when using such term, broadly
had reference to employments contemnlating occasional or ir—
Tegular service as distingulishned Irom regular Or Continuous
Service such as 1s convemplated under the usual types of appoint-
ments or employment agreenents Covering permanent or temporary
ErD10yees. " (27 Colpe GeN. Gbl, ab 653). -

- 25X1A
It seems clear that lir. em loyment will be in a capacity other
than that of a consultant or expert, and is also apparent that it will
be regular and continuous, rather than occasional and irregular.
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25X1A);, After his arrival in Washington, it is understood that kr.

will make weekly round trips to HNorth Carolina to perform his
25X1A utles as . There is
no indica ” ) of the Govern-

25X1A ment; rather it is clear that this travel will be for Lir. |l ver-
sonal benefit. As mentioned above, Goverment funds could be utilized
25X1A for such travel iif Lir. were employed in a truly intermittent capa=~
25X1A city as an expert or consultant. However, since Mr. Jilldoes not fall

within this category, and because histrips to North Carolina will not
be for the benefit of the Govermment, there is no legal basis for the
use of Goverrment funds for such travel expenses.

25X1A 5. It is clear, of course, that Uovermment funds may be used
for any travel Lr.|lll performs while on official business of the
Govermment, but his travel to and from his home in North Carolina can-
not be construed as official business. 25X1A
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